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Health  Department, 
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Your  V'/orship  the  Mayor,  Lao-ies  and  Gentlemen, 

u.  heg  bo  submit  uiy  annual  report  on  the  health  of  the 
oorongh  during  the  year  19’;7  as  directed  by  Circular  I'JO/Ul* 

The  local  birth  rate  of  25*1  exceeded  the  •  h 
national  figure  of  20.5  by  nearly  one  fourth,  explicable  oy  the 
amount  of  demobilisation  from  -j/ar  service  and  the  high  marriage 
rates  in  the  preceding  yea:*.s.  Ti  e  total  of  1020  live  births,  the 
highest  nuaiber  since  1921,  nas  alraost  certainly  abnormal  and  un- 
lihely  to  be  ap'''roached  in  future  years.  During  19'-i-7  it  placed  a 
heavy  strain  on  domiciliary  and  ho'"-ital  miuv/i.'.  ery ;  uith  the  high 
figiires  for  precedi]'-;/  years  it  ulli  in  the  near  fu.ture  put  a  heavy 
curr'lativc  strain  on  the  local  nublic  elementary  ..■chools. 

The  local  infant  mortaliby  figure  of  38  per  thousand 
fell  belo/  the  lov;  record  of  41  ier  Dngland  and  'ales.  7/ith  a 
return  bc'erds  rel^-.tivcly  norrnr.l  borough  ;)0"ulation  in  the  last  3 
years  it  is  of  interest  to  coinn  ro  the  annual  rates  ■yith  those  for 
the  3  years  1937‘-1939  immediately  prior  to  hostilities.  A  re- 
du-ction  of  exactly  one  third  found  betvreen  the  two  periods  in  the 
average  mortality  rate  incLicates  a  more  favourable  child  environment. 
Cursory  inspection  01  sgIjooI  atrants  shows  an  even  greater  decrease 
in  the  number  of  stunt C'..  or  unuernouri shed  children,  again  shO'/ing 
the  excellent  P'..  burn  for  the  special  priori  mos  af_orded  nationally 
in  the  nuu'ture  of  the  young. 


ilo  cause  of  mort-^lity  or  ^ickness  has  been  specially 
noteworthy.  Only  tu'o  cases  Ox  poliohiyolitis  were  confirmed  locally 
in  the  widespread  cutbrea':'.  of  the  surinuer  montas. 


Dffortc  to  secure  immunisation  against  dinhtheria  of 


n  continued  to  meet  wi  bli  local  success  and,  almost 


pre-school  ch ' 1  re 
certainlj'"  from  the  high  local  proportion  of  children  immunised, 
diphtheria  during  the  yeer  reached  the  Io'T  total  of  three  cases 
without  fatality.  Apc.rt  from  the  ''hiid  lives  S"  .red  and  'he  amount 
of  suffering  and  parental  anxiety  oU/oided,  t,he  an.nual  c  .  b  to  the 
comr.Tunity  of  nursing  cases  of  prolonged  diphtheritic  illness  in 
hos  mtal  has  in  the  last  few  years  been  rmioh  reduced  by  the  fall 
in  their  average  number  to  about  one  eighth  of  the  average  figure 
before  1940. 


The  welfare  staff  was  increased  during  the  year  but 
still  falls  below  the  local  pre-war  establishment.  Prom  5th  July, 
1948  iTiucb  of  the  wor’'”.  of  the  department  v.'ill  pass  to  xjast  Suiiolk 
County  Council  as  Local  Health  Authority  under  the  Health  Service 
Act,  1948  but  the  borough  council  :mll  .retain  the  duties  of  a  local 
sanitary  and  port  health  authority.  1  would  record  the  continued 
willing  service  of  all  de'iartmental  stafr  curing  the  year. 

I  am,  Ladies  &  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

V.  P.  -’/ALKER. 


Jniie^, _ Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

A .  a;b i_^s t ijc_3  cXid  JiCXxL ajl  _Con^1d  tg'.ons^  ^^qi  the  Area 


Area  (including  foreshore)  .  . . (Acres)  5s495 

Population  at  1931  -ensus  ...  . .  41 >768 

Pegistrar-Genf'ral ’  s  estimate  of 

resident  nonulation,  nid-1947  •••  •••  40,640 

ITumbor  of  'tod  ''i.gusl.s  aecoming  to  r^^te 

books  at  December,  1947  ( e-stirnated)  ...  11,887 

Rateable  value  -  1st  ..pr:'l,  1947  .  £244>653 

Sum  represented  by  a  penny  rate  (1'^’’V1947)  £925 


UXTRACTS  PaOM  VIT.'U:.  STATISTICS  OP  THS  Y^/.R 


LIVE  BIRTHS  Be^iitimate 

Illecfitiraate 


Totals 

93 


1020 


Male 
■  500 
24 

3^ 


I.O'/ESTOPT 


Female 

“W" 

29 


496 


Comparat ive 
figures  for 
Bno-land  &  Wales 


BIRTH  RATH  per  1,000  estimated  resident 

population  i'nid-1947  •••  •••  25.1 

Total  Male  Female 

STILLBIRTHS  -  23  9  "4 

Rate  per  1,000  total  (live  &  still) 

"births  ...  22 

Total  Peniale 

BBATIiS  -  5^16  273  243 

Death  rate  per  1,000  estimated  average 

po  ulation  12. 7 

DLATH  JiAT-.  OF  IHI'AFTS  UIIOi^R  ORE  YiiJAR  OP  AGE 

All  infants  per  1,000  livehirths  ...  38 

Legitims-te  infants  per  1  ,000 

legitimate  "births  ...  ...  35 

Illegitimate  Inlants  per  1,000 

illegitimate  births  .  94 

DEATHS  P’ROM  rirLRPnPJ'.L  CATTSEE  -  Rates  per 
1,000  (live  &  still)  births 

Puerperal  Sepsis  .  0.0 

Other  Puerperal  Causes  .  2.88 


20.5 


24 


12.0 

41 


0.26 

0.91 


Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages)  69 

”  ”  Measles  (all  ages)  1 

”  ‘vPiiooping-cough  (all  ages)  0 
”  ”  Diarrhoea  (under  2  years  4 

of  age) 


jon_  jy.  t  a  1_  t  a  t 

The  local  death  rate  continued  slightly  higher  than  for  England 
and  'Wales  due  to  the  moderate  degree  of  loading  in  the  higher  age 
groups  of  the  borough  population. 

The  further  ma.rked  rise  to  1020  live  births,  from  the  1946 
figure  of  907,  gave  the  highest  local  number  since  1921  but  did  not 
reach  the  all  time  record  of  1212  in  1920  folio  iiig  demobilisation 
after  the  first  v-rorld  war.  The  1947  figure  was  almost  certainly 
abnormal  and  is  unlikely  to  be  approached  in  future  years,  since  the 
high  number  of  children  from  the  early  1920s  have  now  reached 
maturity  and  there  will  be  a  continued  shift  of  the  larger  age 
groups  towards  the  middle  age -periods. 

The  stillbirth  and  infant  mortality  rates  for  the  year  fell 
iDelow  the  national  figures  but  (exceptionally)  the  maternal  death 
rate  from  piiernoral  causes  other  than  sepsis  compared  unfavourably. 

The  proportion  of  births  registered  as  illegitimate  has  fallen 
markedly  to  5»2;o,  from  9»0'j  in  1946. 

For  zymotic  diseases  one  death  occurred  locally  from  measles 
but  diphtheria,  whooping-cough  and  scarlet  fever  were  /ithout 
mortality. 
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General  AAYi.9^^  for  the  Area 


The  previously  vacant  post  of  assistant 
filled  from  1st  January,  1947  "’ey  Kr.  ^ 
year  the  welfare  autliority  was  also  aole  to  secure  the 
of  a  fourth  comhined  health  visitor  and  school  nurse. 


medical  officer  was 
Marpcaret  '/hite.  During  the 

services 


be 


l.i d;.7i f o ry  5 c r v ic e  The  municipal  midwifery  scheme  continued  to 

carrred  oa.t  Td/  the  miawives  of  th^  Los'estoft  &  District  Nursing 
Association;  under  subsidy  from  the  Borough  Council  as  local 
^su.pervising  authority.  During  the  year  alraost  all  domiciliary 
confinements  v/ithin  the  area  '•!  :vq  conducted  oy  the  midwives  of 
that  voluntary  body,  acting  as  maternity  nurses  on  343  occasions 
and^ as  midwives  in  383  cases.  The  further  increase  in  the  total 
numocr  of  local  births  made  heavy  demsuids  upon  the  services  of 
the  domiciliary  mie.  •rives  'rnd,  as  the  acute  iiation-’/ide  shortage 
of  midwives  mau.e  it  difficult  to  obtain  sufficient  staff,  a  high 
number  of  cases  was  dealt  ’Ath  by  each  mid’/ife,  involving  prolonged 
and  heavy  duty.  The  number  of  summonses  for  medical  assistance  to 
midwives  was  245  (217  doraiciliar:/  and  23  institutional). 


By  the  provision  of  one  farther  course  of  instruction  during 
the  yc.,r  all  local  domiciliary  midwives  became  qualified  to  administer 
ga.S'-air  analgesia.  Heavy  pressure  on  midwives  and  the  difficulty 
in  transporting  ap'aratus  has  prevented  this  measure  being  as 
freely  available  as  the  suxoervising  authority  would  wish.  Never¬ 
theless  124  cases  (45  as  mi^w.rife  and  79  as  maternity  nurse)  took 
adVcUitage  during  the  year  compared  with  48  cases  in  the  previous 
year.  The  measure  is  fo:nd  most  valuable  in  first  confinements 
but  it  is  surprising  t.  at  its  offer  to  patients  is  quite  frequently 
declined. 


haternfqy  Sp_rvicG_s  137  maternity  cases  were  admitted  to  the 
no'/cstoft  d  No’rth  Suffolk  hospital,  2  to  the  Norfolk  d  Norwich  and 
2  to  other  hos'  itals  from  the  area,  of  the  local  welfare  authority. 
Gases  were  mainly  those  where  difficult  or  comwlicated  labour  was 
onweeted  but  a  pro  ortion  'vvere  mothers  whose  home  conditions  were 
grossly  unsuitable  for  domiciliary  confinement.  Since  through 
staffing  difficulties  the  maternity  annexe  projected  by  the 
Lov/cstoft  d  North  Sufiolk  hospital  has  not  been  able  to  open  there 
has  continued  locally  a  large  unsatisfied  demand  for  institutional 
confinement. 


Three  maternal  deaths  occurred  in  the  borough  during  the  year, 
one  (from  obstetric  shock)  in  domiciliary  nractice  and  two  (one 
from  eclarirpsia  and  on*.;  from  placenta  nraevia)  in  hosnital. 


JAilld  Provision  of  home  helps  was  afforded  in  44  cases,  the 
velfare  authority  accenting  primary  financial  ree-'onsibility  and 
recovering  part  costs  under  the  scale  rccom-iended  in  Circular  110/46. 
One  hoi.ie  hel'p  was  employed  full  time  and  a  list  v/as  kept  of  v/omen 
o'pen  to  occasional  full-time  engagement. 


.•AA  JAAAw. A . AAaA.  lip 4.  a  a. a  Bigh  attendances 

continued  during  t'he  year  at  the  tvo  weekly  antenatal  centres  whore 
routine  examination  and  guidance  continu.. s  to  be  carried  out  by  the 
sa'iie  district  midwives  who  attend  the  domiciliary  confinements  in 
the  borough,  an  arrangomont  of  mutual  convenience  to  expectant 
mothers  and  to  mid  ives.  Routine  blood  typing  is  performed  by  the 
Regional  Blood  Transfusion  Service;  certificates  of  suitability  for 
gas-air  analgesia  are  issued  by  the  medioal  officer,  who  can  refer 
■■'OGcible  complications  to  private  practitioner  or  for  specialist 
advice  to  obstetric  consultants. 


During  the  year  a  separate  v/eokly  post  natal  session  was 
instituted.  At  such  session  the  provision  of  birth  control 
instruction  was  reinstituted,  v/ithin  tee  terms  of  Circular  1408, 
'wh-.re  medical  indications  r*-,:ndered  such  advisable.  Patients  can  be 
r*.ferred  for  such  advice  from  their  private  rriudical  attendant. 


Four  ini  ant  welfare  sessions  ”;ere  held  weekly  at  the  three 


ooro' 
beij.i^; 
arc  also 


■h  c c. ■  .t  r 


o 
o  ^ 


continued 


on 


distribution  of  Ministr;^  of  Food  priority  foods 
at  all  sessions.  Sterilised  accouchement  outfits 
ale  at  antenatal  sessions, 
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C.rc  of  Promaturc  Inlaato  (OlrouXar  20^'ltl  ?°?aicr" 

to--or--G  its  s-occial  or.ro  Is  aflc.u,.a  throajh  the  District  Nur,.inE 
'■G-  ociafi  on.  Short 'ge  of  foGoital  Gccom  ode.L.ioii  prevents  the 
i^?onu^tation  of  ref omnenclat ions  contained  in  suh-para graphs  (c) 

( d.)  and  ( G ) . 


C  arc  of  1 1  Ic  p:i t inm t c  uhildrcn 


The  n-,.' If  arc  authority  continued  to 

nuTO  ort  'in ‘t'iro"oa-’.oyao-,it  of  a  fall-tirno  social  voifc,.r  and  to 
financially  assist  the  maintenance  of  sclcctea  cases  in  pr^o'-i-itai 

h  omc  s . 


Fcalth  Visitina  During  the  greater  par'^  of  the  year  the  services 

h.al^l:  visitors  and  school  ^nurses  were  available 
for  visitirr-  the  record  numher  of  oirths  ana  t.ie  increc.oed  school 
and  nrc-^sclool  cliild  population.  More  ho>  .c  visiting  was  achieved 


de 


roite  incren  -od  demands  on  tht^ir 


time 


for  o t he r  dut i c  s . 


In  the  eourse  oi  house  visitation  health  visitors  continue 
(und.er  Circular  283i)  to  advise  householders  towards  improving  the 
general  standard  of  clceinlinoss  and  habits  and  to  comhat  d  rectation 
by  head  lice.  The  cleansing  facilities  of  .:ho  school  trs  ent 

centres  ''ontinue  available  for  the  help  oi  tljose^memo  rs  of  a 


ouseholc. 


o 


'SI. 


o  v*.^  r 


or  under  the  age  of  sc  lool  at tc nuance. 


The  health  vi^'iting  stafi  in  the  course  of  tu.ir  v?orh 
cooncr'.tcs  with  the  local  V.D.  treatment  centre  in  the  follow-up 
of  dicfaultors  ano.  th..  tracing  of  contacts. 


0. 


Sani  t  a  ry  G  i  rcumst  aiic  e  s_  pjT  is  he  Area, 


The  struff  of  the  Sardtary  Insuoctoin'  .department  v/as  reduced 
in  l-uu/j  1947  v/hen  Mr.  R.  C.  R,  Robinson,  a  cl-,>rk  in  the  department 
was  "'"ranted  leave  of  absence  to  undergo  a  course  of  training  in 


ities  of  a 


ar;”  i'iiS'-Pc ctor  iinaer  tnc  further  eauc  =. oion^Ll 


training  schoue.  In  July,  Mr.  R.  P.  Long  resigned  from  the 

-ost  of '^additional  saiii-tary  inspector,  .rb  thivS  time  a  second 
member  of  she  staff  (dr.  L.  ^/ .  Dailey)  was  undergoing  instruction 
und-er  the  further  educational  ■'  -raining  sche  :e  and  it  was  aecided 
to  afiord  him  an  opportunity  to  (p.ialify  but  unfortUi  ately  he 
unsuccessful.  Th^^uost  remained  vac  -nt  to  the  end  oi  the  year  but 
has  been  f lied  at  the  time  of  writing. 

By  reason  of  the  s.bsencG  of  junior  suaif  ^n  iurcher  training 
little  clerical  assi^'uance  was  available  durijig  the  y^^ar  under 
review  -and  lauch  of  tuis  work  fell  of  necessity  on  the  inspectorate. 


'Vat  or 


The  rp-'^l'^'ty  and  cuantity  of  she  pi'blic  S'lpi  ly  from  the  local 
water*  uns^erta-—  continued  satxudf actory  t hrou.gbO'^.t  the  year.  The 
Do.i'ic  urocudurs  regarding  chemical  cind  oacteriological  sampling  of 
1  0  r^’’''^  ''pt;  sriv.  also  of  toe  filtered  and  chlorinated  sup  'ly  has 
y  ■  ’f  -  ,  .  ,,  - . —  total  of  96  ^  riles 


0 


n  ado"'tecL  as 


dur 


.ns  the  nrevious  ,n-ir, 


taken  from  the  ra'W  water,  during’  the  various  stages  of  filtration 
and  chlorination  -and  from  t’ne  fin-al  piped  supply^  ga-'^e  uniformly 
sat i sf a.ct ory  re- sort s.  The  .v'uter  Cc-Tpany  is  still  unable  to  give 
the  oruct  nuufo..;r  of  houses  supplied  by  stand--pipes.  _  The  water  is 
not  liable  to  plumb o- sol von c  action  and  on  no  occasion  during  the 
year  v:as  any  action  roejuired  in  respe  ..t  of  any  form  of  contamination. 


1 


;\I'i 


FACTORI^a  /'.CTs  1937 

JAL  REPORT  OF  T'.l.  Mj-.1jIGAL  OFl  ICi^R  OP  h  ...',LTH  IN  R-.>-.r^GT  OF  TR-<  YRAR  1947 
FOR  BORO^'GK  OP  LC."'.-...  0- T  IN  TH^  COUNTY  OF  SUFFOLK- 

PART  1  OP  ACT. 


1,  INSAijCTIONS  for  purposes  of  ■•'provisions  as  to  health  (including 
i-nsp'oeti one  made  'by  banitr.rp  Ins'occtors) 


Number  of 

Premises 

Number  on 
Re gister 

ins'pocti  ons 

ritt on 
notices 

Occupio  rs 
Prosecuted 

1 . . .  ' 

(  i )  F ;i G 1 0 r i e  s  in  vTu  i c h 
Sections  1p2,3i4  &  6 
are  to  be  enforced  oy 
Local  Aut h or i  L-  i  e  s . 

86 

J 

39 

4 

NIL 

(ii)  Factories  Hot  i'lcluded 

in  (i)  in  which  Section  7 
is  enforced  by  the  Local 
..Vo.thority . 

174 

125 

31 

NIL 

(iii)  Other  premises  in  'which 
o  .ction  7  is  enforced  by 
the  Local  Authority 
(  o ::c  Indi  n^  ou t  --y/  o  r kc  r  s 

5 

7 

-preuisos) . 

TOT.TL 

265 

171 

35 

- 

2. 


GAL_i3  IN 


IGA 


^GTb 


;rl 


FOUNT) 


Particulars 


Nurifoer  of  cac^s  in  "fnich  clcfects 
rcre  found 


T'  'rAHn 

'Remec.iod  to  H.M. 


ferred 


'"‘'.'.nt  of  clcanlin.GSs  S.1» 

Ovorcro./ding  S.2. 

U.virv.arjonahlG  torTporature  S.;; 

InadGq.uate  ventilation  S.4« 

Inoffoctivo  d.rainagG  of 
floors  S.6. 

Sa'iit?.r7  Gonvcniencos  b.7» 

( a )  insuf i i c ient 
(h)  unsuitahle  or  dGfoctiv|3  13 
(c)  not  Bo 0. rate  for  sexesj 

Of'cr  offences  against  the 

..-.ot  (not  including  offencej: 
relating  to  Out  ork) 


. 1--^ 


18 


2 

1 

2 


23 

1 


[inspect ; 


34 


By  H.M. 
Inspect 


21 


2 


2 


lA 


Number  of 
cases  in 
which 

prosecutxns 
we  re 

instituted 


TOTAL 


o\]T\iom 

( Secti  ons  "110  anu.  Hi) 


"S'cc’tTon  I  i  0 


No*.  Vf" 

outv;orkcrG 
in  August 
list  regd 
■’03^  S.HO 

(O  (c) 


ring  Making 
'■'.rcl  etc. 


No.  of’^  ’  N6*."of 
cases  of  Prosecu" 
default  tions  for 


in 

sending 
li;„'i>s  to 
the 

C  ounc i 1 


failure  to 
3ur''  1:*  list 


Section  ill 
'^:'f*o*.“'*o?  N’oTicFs"” 
instances  served 
of  nork 
in 

unwhole¬ 

some 

■premises 


"Prosecu¬ 

tions 


G  S 


A  comple  te  record  of  out  /orkers  in  this  tracie  is  not 

availahle. 


TOTAL 


L. 


Housing 


The  main  efforts  of  the  department  (hiring  the  year  continued 
1 0  .'ards  remod''''ing  those  housing  defects  oi  an  urgent  nature.  In 
s’^ito  of  the  restrictions  on  materia,"-S  a  considerable  amount  of 
re-oair  -,^ork  has  b^wii  effected  in  rendering  many  hou-es  reasonably 
fi-fc  for  habitation. 


The  continued  return  of  civilian  and  service  personnel  to  the 
tov/n  accounted  for  an  incre  -.sed  numoer  oi  complaints  conce.'  ning 
ove rc r ov/dinfT.  jjvory  efiort  has  seen  mac  e  ij.j.  cooperation  //ith  the 
Housing  Manager  to  alleviate  these  conditions. 

The  Housing  Manag.,.r  re'''0rts  that  up  to  the  end  of  the  year 
250  pre-f abricated  bungalows  and  32  brick-built  houses  have  been 
occuu:icd  on  the  No.  1  Housing  rite. 


E .  I nStiP ction  and  Supervision  of  Pood 

(a)  Milk  Supply  The  installation  of  a  new  High  Temperature 
Short  Time  pasteurising  plant  at  a  large  sLairy  ’/as  commenc^ed  in 
February  y  '^SW?  9  and  ’vas  complt-j'bed  a.t  aoout  the  end  of  ^pril.  Sample 
Y/hich  'vore  regularly  ’taken  from  this  plant  at  various  stages  of 
production  throughout  the  remainder  of  the  yea,r  satisfied  the 
Phosphatase  and  Methylene  Blue  tests j  v/it/h  the  exception  of  one 
scries  of  three  tuimpl.  s  taken  in  June  'when  on  each  occasion  a 
Phos'oh'' tase  test  showed  Group  III.  The  matter  v/as  thoroughly 
inV'..Gtigatcd  with  the  dairy  manager  but  inquiries  failed  to  reveal 
that  any  raw  milk  had  gained  access. 

Routine  inspection  under  Milk  and  Dairies  Orders  was  continued 
throughout  the  year. 


I 


(■b)  liGat 

Blau rh t c rh qiigc s  823  vicita  ’^urc  paid  during  the  7/ear  to 

thvj  I'idnistl?""* slaughtcrhouGG  in  the  Borough  and  3610  carcaseG 
v.-cro  in:.pGctod,  The.  total  ainor.nt  of  fresh  moat  and  offal  condomnod 
as  unsound  anu  umfit  for  food  aniounted  to  29s315  Ihs.  ,  of  which 
23,151  los.  or  77.63  ’'as  tubercular.  Details  concerning  the 
Miniiitr/  of  Food  Slaught  jrhousc  at  Bc-nacrc  arc  being  included  in  the 
Anjr.ual  Report  of  the  licdical  Officer  of  Health  for  the  Lothingland 
Rural  District  Council. 


Carcase 


.  Inspected  a  nd 


Condemned 


Cattle 

excluding 

Covjs 

C  07Y  S 

Calves 

Cheep 
and 
Lamb  s 

Pigs 

Nu.mbcr  killed 

697 

283 

846 

1681 

103 

N urab or  Inspected 

697 

283 

84b 

1681 

103 

.lie  diseaecs  except  Tubcrculosi  s 

'.Thole  carcases  condemned 

1 

1 

5 

3 

Carcases  of  which  some  p.-.rt  or 
organ  Y/as  condemned 

151 

115 

17 

61 

5 

Percentage  of  the  number 
iiispcj  c t  e d  af 'f c  c t e C-  . vi  t  h  di  s c  a se 
other  t  h  an  t  ub  c  r c  u 1 0  s i s 

21.83 

40.93 

2.63 

! 

1 

! _ _ 

h>9r> 

Tube  rcul 0  si s . only ; - 

./hole  carcases  conde-ined 

8 

18 

Carcases  ol  7.'hich  come  part  or 
organ  ums  condemned 

71 

119 

3 

11 

Percentage  of  th'..  number 
inspected  aiiectod  with 
tubcrculosi E 

11.3/. 

48. 4p 

0.353 

- 

-lo.yfb 

^ther  Foods  Other  articles  found  unfit  for  human  consumption  and 
accordingly  conderan.^d  •'vere  as  follo'vs:- 


Ib: 


Tomato  pusto  8912  lbs,  corned  beef  1951  lbs,  corned  mutton  113 
Chriatiuas  puddings  14,404  lbs,  preserves  110  lbs,  frozen  beef  1402  lbs, 
frozen  lamb  3210  lbs,  flour  1524  lbs,  cheese  24  lbs,  onions  135  cuts, 


confectionery  10b  lbs,  dried  fruit 
achyarof  ed  beef  846  lbs, 

1027  lbs,  sugc  r  142  lbs, 


XOG  , 

lbs , 


GO 

margarine  40 
nuts  23  lbs,  mill: 
tins,  meat  51  tins,  fish  255  tins,  cereals 
stouvic,  herrings  202  stones,  lish  509  ston 


de hy u r a t o d  mu t  c on  108  lbs, 
bacon  72  lbs,  fresh  fruit 
2274  tins,  mixed  food  1344 
261  packets,  smoked  fish  13 


The 


Calvipc  Of  '  icer  ■■■Yas  notified  as  occasion  r^.  puirod. 


Adult  e  rat  ion  Tv/o  formal  samples,  one  of  Glauber  o-ilts  and  one  of 
Bro'ic'hiTTl  Lozenges,  ero  report:. d  as  non-genu.ine  by  the  •  ■■'blic  Analyst 
during  the  ^/ear. 


fth  regaru  to  the  former  the  F  folic  xtnalyst 
to  be  one  of  Lpsom  Gaits.  The  manufacturers  were 
•and  thor^r  admitted  that  the  ".listff'.e  arc  c  in  their 
They  undertook  to  ithira./  all  supplies  as  far  r.s 
replace  existing  stoc :s  of  r.tailers. 


rcp'ortcd  the  sample 
coramunieatv.d  with 
packing  dep  rtraent. 
possible  and  to 
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V/ith  r>-.gard  t 
sam'ole  was  not  one 
therapeutic  value 
ao  the:/  contained 
sanple  was  verp  ol 
(who  -Jere  not  menu 
satisfied  that  the 
took  to  '7i thdraw  g 
could  contact. 


o  the  latter,  the  Public 
of  genuiuvj  BroxiChial 
was  negligible,  and  criat 
80; j  ^halk»  Inquir,/-  reve 
d  and  t hat  in  the  i nt c ri 
facturr.ro)  hac  changed 
nev7  ■;ick  would  uioet  a  it 
u'onlies  of  the  old  pacK; 


^in.-vlyst  s  eted  that  the 
'  "".t  thuir 

they  were  objectionable 
'led  that  the  particular 
m  '’•'riod  the  aistributors 
.i.xi.r  Gu-''nlicrs  and  were 
h  ap’^iroval.  They  Uixdcr- 
iror:.  ail  re*'  -filers  they 


p .  Prevalj^nc^c^  p^5__and  j^ppTb  >  p_l_  oven* ,  Ini  c  tipun 

Other  fis~oaGc^  . 

The  following  tab*Te 'shows  €He  iii.idence  of  notifiable 

during_ilia_yddX!.*12U7-i“ - - -  - - - 

Total  cases  Oaeos  ad"  it  ted 

Disease  notified  to  Isolation 

(after  correc^J.on)  Hos  ital 


di seases 


Total 

Deaths 

(v;ithin 

uorough) 


Smallpox 

Scarlet  Fever 

Diphtheria 

Poliom;;^0liti  s 

Gcrebro- spinal  fever 

Typhoid 

Pcu'atyphoii 

Dyse  —y 

■Puer  ral  Pyrexia 

0 ph  t h  a Imi a  We  onat  orum 

erysipelas 

Pneumonia 

'Ihooping-c  ough 

hjcaslcG 


3 

2 

3 


3 

8 

5 

3 

16 

49 

n.C 


3 

2 

2 


2 

3 

1 

2 


O 

V 


1 


27 

1 


Apart 

infectious 


from  epidcriiic  prevalence  of  measles the 
diseases  is  seen  to  have  been  very  low. 


incidenee  of 


The  total  of  9  notified  eases  ^quarterly  incidence 
the  lo^/cst  ior  'ny  years. 


ccent  years  this 


£^arlc;b  JPever 

2  2  0  end  ^ )~ —  _ _  -  , 

syndrome  has  become  so  mild  that  often  "hf-  rasn  is  unaccompanied 
by  fever  and  frecpaentlj^  may  be  itself  nooily  developed.  Associated 
\v'ith  tbe  sma.ll  group  of  casco  at  ■’■’■e  end  Ox  the  there  was  noted 

a  prevalence  of  middle  ear  disen.se,  almosb  cei'tainly  o.ue  to  a  riso 


in  streptococcal 


three 


infections  among  the  child  population. 


The 


scarlatinal  syndrom^  is  so  ilidef  lj.xGd  at  present  ^  that  the 


advisability  of  its  continued  not  j  ficati.  :i  as 


disease  can' be  doubted.  Certcxinly  the  pc xicy 
hospital  isolation  unless  for  suecial  ho  '"r 
is  found  to  bo  ■'Tell  justified.  Only  one  case 
hospitalised  during  the  year. 


a  s'oecific  infectious 
of  discouraging 
occunatioi.ai  factors 
was  for  special  reasons 


Diphtheria'  After  the  saiall  yavo  of  1 9  ca 
confirmed  cases  for  1947  numbered  3?  a  r  :-c 
cases  of  'uiOx-.c-rate  severity  v/ere  a  young  mo 
ini  .  ,  the  inf  a.'it  being  of  laryngeal  type 

immu'i-ised.  The  third  case  '..as  a  riix^ed  no." 
immunised  childt,  detected  by  a  health  v' ' 
and  quickly  clearixig  up  .vith  shoi  t  isolati 
serum.  In  this  latter  caS';  the  ..'.other  -.ijm 
of  the  family  v.-ere  found  to  be  tempox  ary  e 
mother  as  a  sci:ool  teacher  was  excluded  f  " 
infection..  Th.e  infecting  organism  in  all 
cariiors  was  found  by  the  M.R.O.  lob  or  at  x' 


ses  in  '1946  tbe  total 
o.  j.  le..  figi-ire.  T’.'o 
ther  and  her  'wb  year  old 
•  neithex’  case  had  been 
al  infection  in  an 
tor  taxing  a  n.asal  swab, 
on  and  a  inimal  dose  cf 
aiic'  •;  immunised  child 
arriers,  for  which  the 
om  duty  until  free  from 
r  ^  es  and  identified 
y  'GO  be  of  'mitis'  type. 


No  deaths  from  diphtheria  occurred  dux->ix  g  the  y- 


.-8- 


Poliomyelitis  Only  two  cases  were  coniiraed  during  the  year; 
aged  12  and  -3  yearSo  their  dates  of  onset  wore  very  close 
(25.7.47  and  31 •7.47)  hut  no  direct  connection  could  be  traced. 
Several  caces  of  febrile  illness  around  the  same  period  were 
suspect  but  in  the  absence  of  any  complicating  paralysis  were  not 
confirmed  as  polioriiyeliti  s.  It  is  of  ' interest  that  the  incidence 
of  the  disease  was  much  lower  in  the  boroi?.gh  than  in  the  surrounding 
rural  area,  where  a.dult  cases  v/ore  more  frequent.  Some  degree  of 
im.iunity  of  the  urban  population  may  have  been  due  to  a  small  local 
outbreak  in  the  last  quarter  of  1937. 


Gases  of  this  illness  were  admitted  direct  to  Ips?;ich  I.D. 
Iios“ital  for  special  supervision,  and  later  transferred  to  v'^'hite 
Lodge  Hos-;'ital,  ITowmarket,  for  the  orthopaedic  treatment  of 
paralytic  sequelae.  Gas._s  and  their  immediate  contacts  wore  fully 
investigated  for  the  M.R.C.  field  survey  for  the  region. 


c_x i a  8  cases  wore  notified  durinn  the  year,  the 
q.uarterly  distribution  being  4,  1 ,  2  and  1.  The  clinical  nicture 
was  generally  mild  but  two  mothers  with  their  infants  were” admitted 
to  une  Isolation  HoS''ital  for  treatment.  There  was  no  evidence  of 
any  common  source  of  infection  in  the  gro^ip  and  no  death  occurred 
from  seusis. 


Ne  one,  to  rum  Five  cases  were  notified,  three  infants 
being  admitted  to  the  Isolation  Hospital  for  intensive  local 
penicillin  treatment,  all  accompanied  by  the  mothers  for  breast 
feeding.  All  cases  made  rapid  recovery  r/ithout  damage  to  vision. 


Food  Poisoning  A  small  outbreak  occurred  locally  about  the  I6th 
May  affecting  several  families.  At  least  11  persons  -.rere  sufficiently 
ill  to  req.uire  medical  treatment  and  the  illness  though  sharp  was 
of  short  duration  and  without  fatality.  Bacteriological  proof  was 
obtained  that  the  cause  v/as  a  staphylococcal  toxin  generated  in  the 
glaze  of  a  meat  preparation  manufactured  outside  the  town.  All 
unsold  portions  of  the  food  were  traced  a7id  surrendered  to  the 
sanitary  department. 


Infantile  Gastro^enteriti s 


_  An  undue  local 

first  quarter  of  the  yea- 


disease  during  the 
an  epidemiologist  of  the  Medical  Research  Council, 


prevalence  of  this 
was  investigated  by 


G^epqebrq- spinal  fever  Three  sporadic  cases  occurred  during  the 
year  with  one  fat’aiity. 


HonsOxis  showed  a  marked  epidemic  prevalence  in  the  second  quarter  of 
the  year  and  whop-oing-cough  a  mild  prevalence  in  the  fourth  quarter. 
For  unf a v ou r ab 1  e”  home  circumstances  or  special  factors  8  cases  of 
measles  and  one  whoo'ping- cough  v/ere  admitted  to  the  Isolation 
Hospital.  Only  one  death  from  measles  was  recorded  locally  during 
the  year. 


Diphtheria  Prophylaxis  , 

Efforts  to  secure  immunisation  of  the  child  population  were 
continued  during  the  year,  an  additional  667  children  under  5  years 
and  145  over  5  but  under  I5  years  completing  such  measure.  Special 
efforts,  particularly  home  canvassing  by  health  visitors,  continued 
for  securing  the  protection  of  infant  children  from  the  ago  of  8 
months  onwards  s.nd  local  facilities  continue  to  afj  ord  inuiunisation 
to  both  infants  and  school  children  at  all  •■'elfare  sessions  -without 
prior  a-qpointment .  Such  convenient  arz-angements  to  parents,  together 
with  the  follow-up  recommended  in  Part  7  of  Circular  194/45s  bas 
resulted  in  a  fairly  high  degree  of  acceptance  by  parents  of 
pre-school  children. 

Since  the  degree  of  immunity  conferred  by  artificial  immunisaticn 
in  early  infancy  may  diminish  in  the  3  or  4  years’  interval  before  a 
child  commences  school  attendance,  the  offer  to  parents  of  a  single 
'  reinf o'ceing’  dose  for  school  entrants  at  their  first  medical 
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inspection  continues  to  "be  made.  During  a  further  546 

children  previously  immunised-  received  such  single  “refresher” 
dose  upon  signed  parental  consent. 


Bo^rough  I_sql_ati^ori  Hospital 

The  follovving  table  gives  the  number  and  nature  of  the 
admissions  during  the  financial  year  ended  plst  March,  1948  both 
for  the  boroiigh  ano,  from  other  author! ties 


Disease 


Admit t  ed  XePiS  Admitted  from  other 

area  of  Borough  authorities. 


Scarlet  Fever  1 

Paratyphoid 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  2 

Suchiing  infants  2 

Ophthalmia  Ne  ona  t  o  rum  4 

Nursing  Mothers  2 

Measles  9 

Erysipelas 

i'7h  o  opi  ng*-  c  ou  gh  1 

Poliomyelitis 

Observation  cases  6 


2 

1 

2 

2 


1 

1 

2 

6 


TOTALS  27 


17 


The  number  of  cases  admitted  weib  again  lo  /  and  the  continued 
aosence  of  serious  infectious  disease  has  been  pcr-''t icularly 
fortunate  in  vie'v  of  the  great  difficulty  in  obtaining  nursing 
staff.  The  operation  of  the  hos''ital  throughout  the  year  was 
coniined  to  the  ward  block  of  12  separate  cubicles  which  alln'^fs 
.nursing  of  varied  infectious  dise3.ses.  Observation  cases  (where 
an^ inf ecti ous  nature  awaited  confirma.ti on)  can  also  be  admitted 
and  the  cubicle  block,  constructed  in  1938? has  proved  a  most  useful 
asset.  Risk  of  cross-infection  is  greatly  reduced  and  the  period 
of  inpatient  stay  can  v/ith  safety  be  considerably  shortened. 


O’winn  to  shortage  of 


I  dl  J-  o  o  o 


s  the  hoi 


il  7as  closed  in  the 


sumuer  for  a  period  about  five  weeks  77hen  cases  from  all  contrib¬ 
uting  authorities  were  bjr  arrangement  admitted  to  Yarmouth  I.D. 
lios'pital.  Also  18  cases  of  suspected  poliomyelitis  (some  not 
confirmed)  were  admitted  to  the  special  v/ards  arranged  for  their 
nursing  at  Ipswich  and  Norwich  Isolation  Hospitals.  Altogether 
25  cases  (8  from  LoTcstcft  and  17  from  the  contributing  areas) 
were  admitted  to  other  infectious  hos"itals  on  the  financial 
res'.Tonsibili ty  of  the  Lo’"cstoft  Health  G oiTi''’.ittee. 


jr*.0 


regards  treatment, 
have  in  the  last  few  years 
of  illness  in  ca 


sulphonaraides  and  later  penicillin 
greatl.y  rediced  the  gravity  ana  length 
uses  of  puerperal  sepsis,  cerebro-spinal  meningitis; 
o'^hthaliiiia  neonatorum  and  erysipelas.  As  an  exampie ,  two  newborn 
infants  with  ophthalmia  admitted  Y7ith  their  mothers  by  ambulance 
early  in  the  day  for  continuous  treatment  of  the  eyes  were 
discharged  home  the  sane  eveninsr. 
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TUBERCULOSIS 


Nev/  cases  and  mortality  during  1947  are  given  for  the  area 
in  the  following  table 


• 

Ney/  Cases 

Deaths 

Respiratory 

Non- 

Re  spi  rat  ory 

Re spi r- 
;atory 

i 

Non 

Re spi r- 
atorr/ 

M. 

P. 

M. 

P. 

M. 

P. 

M. 

P. 

0  -  . .  ,  . 

*1  ^  •  •  •  • 

— 

— 

2 

— 

1 

5“  •  •  •  • 

— 

1 

1 

1 

... 

15-  ..  .. 

4 

6 

— 

1 

— 

4 

— 

25-  . .  . . 

6 

7 

— 

1 

2 

3 

— 

— i 

35-  ..  .. 

3 

5 

1 

— 

4 

45“  • •  • • 

3 

3 

— 

— 

1 

— 

55-  ..  .. 

2 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

... 

65  and  upwards 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Totals 

18 

23 

4 

3 

7 

8 

1 

— 

Figures  tabulated 

by  Registrar  .  ,  .•693 

General  after 
final  transfers 


There  was  a  considerable  reduction  from  the  previous  year  in 
the  figures  for  both  new  cases  and  deaths s  most  m-rhed  in  notified 
cases  of  male  respiratory  disease. 

b’ith  regard  to  efficiency  of  notification  of  tuberculosis,  a 
single  death  was  registered  (from  pulmonary  disease)  in  a  case  not 
previously  notified. 


I 
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